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BBeeccoommiinngg aa CCeerrttiiffiieedd LLooccaall GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt ((CCLLGG))
The National Historic Preservation Act, passed in 1966, established a preservation
program that would operate as a partnership between the federal government
and the states. This program is aimed at identification, evaluation, registration,
and protection of historic resources and the establishment of a State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) in each state to administer the program.

An amendment to the act in 1980 expanded this program by creating a new
federal-state and local partnership program that gives local units of government
the opportunity to participate in the national preservation program by becoming a Certified Local Government. The role of CLGs in
the partnership includes the responsibilities of administering local preservation ordinances, maintaining systems for survey of
historic resources, and participating in the National Register program. In doing so, the CLG becomes eligible to apply for sub-grants
available only to CLG Communities.  The SHPO and National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Secretary of the Interior certifies local
governments to participate in the partnership.

The purpose of the CLG is to encourage participation of local governments in the Historic Preservation Program while maintaining
standards consistent with the NHPA to enrich, develop, and help maintain local programs and to provide financial and technical
assistance to further this purpose.

The Benefits of Becoming a CLG:

1) Strengthening the historic preservation program at the local level by integrating historic preservation issues early on
in local planning and decision making.

2) A CLG carries more weight and has a more direct participation in the National Register nomination process than
other local governments. If a CLG recommends that a property is eligible, the SHPO will most likely proceed with
the nomination.

3) A CLG may negotiate other responsibilities in its agreement with the SHPO. If a local unit has appropriately
qualified staff it may perform expanded duties in the federal tax credit program and/or the review and compliance
program.  For example, under the tax credit program a CLG could make recommendations to the SHPO regarding
whether or not a rehabilitation program should be certified.

4) CLG’s will also be provided training through the SHPO to enrich, develop, and maintain their historic preservation
programs.

5) At least 10 percent of the annual Historic Preservation Funds made to Michigan under the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) must be distributed to the CLGs. The grants are 60/40 matching grants available on a
reimbursement basis and only available to CLGs. Eligible activities for grants include survey work, preparation of
national registry nominations, and the preparation of preservation plans for local historic resources, to name a few.

6) Becoming a CLG promotes a positive image for the community by demonstrating the commitment toward
preserving historic resources.

The Becker Farm – 1329 E. Reid Road



110

Briefly, the obligations and requirements for CLGs are listed below and are taken from the Michigan Department of History Arts and
Libraries, SHPO website.

Obligations and Requirements:

To qualify for certification, a local unit of government must have adopted a local historic preservation ordinance that complies with
Michigan's Local Historic Districts Act, PA 169 of 1970, as amended, and meets the guidelines set forth in the CLG Manual.

Once certified, a CLG:

¶ is required to maintain an ongoing system for the survey and inventory of
historic resources;

¶ must develop four-year historic preservation goals for the community;
¶ is required to provide for adequate public participation in the local

historic preservation program;
¶ may participate in the process of nominating historic properties to the

National Register of Historic Places; and
¶ will be monitored every four years to ensure that all responsibilities are

being met.

The following is an excerpt from the “Michigan Certified Local Government
Program – A Manual on How to Become Certified” by the SHPO.  For complete
guidelines and the process for becoming a CLG, please refer to this document
which includes an application checklist and resume form.

It can be found at: http://www.michigan.gov/hal

Identifying potential resources overlaid with the 1873 settlement
map  – prepared by Gould Engineering, Inc.

Receiving public comment – Photo courtesy of Stacy Lukasavitz
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PROCESS FOR REQUESTING CERTIFICATION
(Excerpt taken from the “Michigan Certified Local Government Program – A Manual on How to Become Certified” by the SHPO)

Requesting Certification

The following materials constitute a request for certification by a local government and can be submitted to the MHC at any time during the year.
Applications should be mailed to:

CLG Coordinator
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
Michigan Historical Center
PO Box 30740
702 W. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48909-8240

MHC staff expect to work with a local government on its application and draft applications can be submitted before a complete application is
available.  The completed submission will explain how the local government meets the five basic requirements.  The Application Checklist, which
follows, is also found in Appendix 2 of this manual and should be completed and sent to the MHC with all application materials.  The MHC shall
notify the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, through the NPS in Washington, D.C., when a complete local government certification request has been
received and approved in accordance with the state's approved certification process.  The MHC will send to the NPS a copy of the approved
request and a Certification Agreement.  To the local government, the MHC shall forward the Certification Agreement that documents successful
certification.  The Certification Agreement is not effective until it is signed by the chief elected local official, the Department of History, Arts, and
Libraries designee and the State Historic Preservation Officer, and approved by the NPS.  Once executed, this Certification Agreement remains in
effect unless the local government withdraws from the CLG program or is decertified.

The Application

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ Provide a cover letter, signed by the chief elected official of the local government, requesting certification from the MHC.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #1:

A. Supply a copy of the local ordinance that establishes a commission and designates and protects historic districts.  Attach any
amendments, regulations, bylaws, or guidelines associated with the ordinance.
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B. Mark on the ordinance or equivalent, or key on a separate piece of paper the location of the following.  Refer to Basic

Requirement #1, B. on pages 4 and 5 of this manual for the description of each component.

1. statement of purpose
2. definitions
3. boundary descriptions
4. means of establishing the commission
5. confirmation of qualified commission members
6. confirmation of the commission's powers
7. procedures for review
8. appeals process
9. design review guidelines
10. procedure for identifying, designating, and protecting historic resources.

C. Include a list and location maps of all historic districts designated under the ordinance.

D. Supply a code of conduct that governs commissioners' actions when administering the local ordinance.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #2:

A. Note the official name of the commission.

B. Provide a Resume Form, found in Appendix 3 of this manual, for each member of the commission.  Note those members who the
local government believes meet 36CFR61 professional qualifications.  On the Resume Form emphasize education, training,
practical experience, and volunteer efforts that indicate interest, competence, and knowledge of historic preservation.

C. If any or all of the professions of architect, archaeologist, historian, or architectural historian are not represented on the
commission, document how the local government has attempted to appoint such people.  Documentation could include newspaper
notices, correspondence, etc.

D. Provide a copy of the rules of procedure, if available, that will be followed by the commission.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #3:

A. Describe the on-going survey and inventory system that the local government uses to systematically document resources within its
jurisdiction.

B. Referring to the survey guidelines on pages 7 and 8, assess which goals have already been met and the goals that yet need to be
addressed.
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ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #4:

A. Describe the general public participation program that is administered by the local government.

B. Describe the specific public participation and property owner notification procedures for National Register nominations.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #5:

A. Quantify activities proposed for completion within the next three year period.  What are the preservation goals of the local
government?  If the local government plans to become involved in the writing of National Register nominations, for example,
provide the prioritized list of nominations to be produced within the three year period.

B. If the local government wishes to assume the additional responsibilities of either the federal tax credit program or the review and
compliance program, supply the professional qualifications of commissioners or staff who would be doing the reviews.  Describe
the kinds of projects that the local government has reviewed in the past. For the review and compliance program, indicate which
federal programs the local government participates in and would be included in a Memorandum of Agreement with the SHPO.

The Review Procedure and Its Timing

The MHC shall respond to the chief elected official's request for certification within 30 days of receipt of an adequately prepared submission that
includes all the materials requested above.  If the application is complete and the local government meets all of the requirements, the MHC will
prepare the Certification Agreement.  The Certification Agreement shall summarize the required responsibilities and any additional responsibilities
assumed by the local government.

The MHC shall notify the NPS when a local government certification request has been received and approved, and, forward to it a copy of the
request and written Certification Agreement.  When NPS has approved the certification request, the local government shall be certified.

Amendments

Substantive changes in Certification Agreements must be forwarded as a written amendment to the NPS for concurrence.  Changes are approved if
the NPS approves the amendment. The MHC must notify the CLG, in writing, of the decision.

State Records

The MHC shall maintain records of its evaluations, certifications, decertifications, and CLG annual reports so that all results are available for the
U.S. Secretary of the Interior's performance evaluation of Michigan's historic preservation program.  Such records shall be available for public
review during regular working hours at the MHC office in Lansing.
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EEssttaabblliisshhiinngg aa LLooccaall HHiissttoorriicc DDiissttrriicctt
Public Act 169, Michigan Local Historic Districts, was enacted in 1970. It enables local governments to adopt a historic district
ordinance for the purposes of safeguarding a community’s heritage, strengthening the local economy, stabilizing and improving
property values, fostering civic beauty, and promoting history.  PA 169 provides the process for preserving and protecting historic
resources and ensures that the law is fairly and equitably applied to all residents in the community.

Local Historic District Designation enables communities to preserve their unique character and
use it to create their future – SHPO Local Historic Districts Manual

It is important that the following process for establishing a local historic district be followed closely to ensure a solid legal
foundation for the district. If ever challenged in court, a district could be eliminated if the committee created it using improper
procedures.  The following steps give a brief outline of the process. For detailed instructions of this process please refer to Section
399.203 of Michigan’s Local Historic Districts Act, Public Act 169 of 1970, as amended and the SHPO Local Historic Districts
Manual.

Step 1) Obtain Resolution from Local Unit of Government to conduct a Historic District Study -
The township must adopt a resolution giving the authority to conduct a study and appoint a historic
district study committee.

Step 2) Appointment of a Historic District Study Committee - This committee should be made
up of a diverse group. In this case, the committee includes township board members, township staff
(including planners), members of the heritage
museum, local historians, and a local archeologist.

Step 3) The Historic Resource Survey - Using the
guidelines in the Manual for Historic and
Architectural Surveys in Michigan, each potential
site should be evaluated and photographed. The
survey provides the raw data and background
information that is presented to the study committee
for their use in analyzing districts. A reconnaissance
level survey has been conducted under the study
prepared herein.

The McDonald Cow Barn  - 6262 Perry Road
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Step 4) Evaluate the Resources in the Proposed District - Each resource
within a possible historic district should be evaluated to determine if they are
contributing (historic) or non contributing(no-historic). The percentage of
each should be calculated and the boundary of the district determined.   A
background narrative of the district is written stating the significance it has
historically.

Step 5) Prepare a Preliminary Historic District Study Committee Report -
PA 169 cites six minimum requirements for a Historic District Study
Committee Report.

1) The charge of the committee
2) Composition of the study committee membership
3) The name of the historic district studied
4) A written and visual depiction of the district boundaries
5) History of the proposed district
6) Significance of the district as a whole and the individual representative resources in the district

Note: This report must be prepared by the Study Committee. See Appendix for a sample report.

Step 6) Transmittal and Review of the Preliminary Study Committee Report - PA 169 requires that the study
committee report be officially mailed to the following:

Á Local Planning Body
Á State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
Á The Michigan Historical Commission and the State Historical Preservation Review Board

Note: None of these reviewing agencies is approving or rejecting the report. They are only offering comments and
suggestions to improve the report based on their areas of expertise.

Step 7) Public Hearing - The committee is required to hold a public hearing to allow for public comment.  Property
owners within the district must be notified by first class mail. The committee shall educate the public about the historic
significance of the district and be able to answer questions of the public.

Step 8) Prepare the Final Historic District Study Committee Report and Draft Historic District Ordinance - The
Study Committee prepares a final report that incorporates the comments and suggestions from the public and four
agencies (under Step 6).

Evaluating historic maps
Photo courtesy of Stacy Lukasavitz
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Step 9) Adoption of the Local Historic District and Appointment of the Historic District Commission - Lastly, the local
unit of government makes the decision to adopt or reject the historic district. If adopted, a local historic commission is also
appointed. The Study Committee should provide a list of potential candidates that meet the qualifications set forth in PA 169.

The Benefits of Local Historic Districts Designation (taken from the SHPO Local
Historic Districts Manual):

1) Legal protection for historic resources

2) Increased property and resale values

3) Eligibility for preservation tax incentives

4) Promotes economic development

5) Promotes community revitalization and diversity

6) Qualifies for the Certified Local Government Program (CLG)

7) Increased tourism revenue

8) Local job creation

9) A better quality of life

For details of these various benefits please refer to the SHPO Local Historic Districts Manual.

The Morgan Home
5510 Saginaw Road
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RReeggiisstteerriinngg aa HHiissttoorriicc RReessoouurrccee
NATIONAL, STATE AND LOCAL REGISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES
AND STATE OF MICHIGAN HISTORIC MARKERS

The Charter Township of Grand Blanc is very interesting from an historical
perspective.  It has numerous historical sites, but they are primarily scattered in the
township’s rural environments and do not readily fit into a classic Historical
District.  However, they are still very important assets and deserve recognition
through national, state, and/or local historic registration if a small district is not
selected.

The two widely recognized registers for historic facilities are the National Registry of Historic Places and the Michigan Register of Historic
Places.  Currently, there are only those two registers of historic places available in Grand Blanc Township.  The township, particularly if it
becomes a Certified Local Government, could start a local registry as discussed later.

National Registry of Historic Places

The National Register of Historic Places is the longest existing and by far the largest register with over 80,000 entries on the register.  It is also
an essential part of several other programs.  Any income producing historic property can receive national and state tax credits only if it is on
the National Register of Historic Places.  It also provides recognition that the property is significant in the national, state,or local areas.

The value of being on the national register is related to the uniform, specific criteria and data that are required for such registration.
Consequently, it is a relatively rigorous process for being listed.  The process steps include:

1. Nomination to the National Register by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office or the National Preservation Officer for
properties under federal ownership or control.

2. In fact, anyone can nominate a site for the National Register of Historic Places, but it generally has been documented by interested
property owners, historic societies, the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).

3. Nominations are submitted by the states with submission to a state review board, which makes a recommendation to the SHPO to
approve or disapprove the nomination.

4. When the SHPO reviews the proposal, private property owners are given an opportunity to comment on the nomination.
5. The SHPO forwards nominations to the National Park Service for further consideration with the input received.

The basic criteria for listing are designed to guide the state and local governments and retain uniformity in federal consideration.  Those
criteria are:

¶ Activities that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of American history; or
¶ That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
¶ That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that possess high artistic values, or that

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or
¶ Those have yielded or may be likely to yield, information in prehistory or history.

The Davison Farmstead- 3305 Hill Road
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These considerations are used by the decision-makers with these criteria. A nomination for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
must include at least one of these conditions:

¶ A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or historical importance; or
¶ A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily significant for its architectural value, or which is the

last surviving structure that is most importantly associated with a historic person or event; or
¶ A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate site or building directly associated with

his or her productive life; or
¶ A cemetery which derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design

features, or from association with historic events; or
¶ A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other

building or structure with the same association has survived; or
¶ A property commemorative in intent of design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own historical significance; or
¶ A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.

A historic site, structure, building, or other place is eligible for listing when it is 50 years old.  The only exception that allows listing earlier
than fifty years is when the place is an unusually historic or prime example of a particular style.  This exception is very rare and must be
thoroughly justified by research and documentation.

The overall process of listing takes at least ninety (90) days.  Once all the documentation is completed and it is submitted to the National Park
Service, a decision on whether to list the property is made within forty-five (45) days.

Listing on the National Register includes limitations on the changes that can be made on the structure.  This is not usually required on the
inside of dwellings.  The limitations vary according to state or
national decisions made during the approval process.

The National Register can be contacted at this address and phone
number:

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
1201 Eye Street, NW
8th Floor (MS 2280)
Washington, DC 20005
Main Telephone:  202-354-2213

Mrs. Allen Home- 5216 Genesee Road
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Michigan Historical Register of Places

The Michigan Historical Register of Places is operated more simply than the National Register.  It is not as detailed in format but still requires
extensive data and research to verify the historic value of property.  Generally, properties on the National Register will also be eligible for the
State Register, plus others whose significance is only statewide or sub-state regional.  Archaeological sites are listed separately.

The easiest way for consideration in the Michigan Register of Historical Places is to obtain an application and list of required attachments
(including research and photos) and contact the state directly as follows:

State Historic Preservation Office
Michigan Historical Center
Post Office Box 30740
702 West Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI  48909-8240

A list of the current State Registry of historic sites in Grand Blanc Township is as
follows:

In Grand Blanc Township

Historical Place Location

First Baptist Church 6106 South Saginaw Street

Davison Farmstead 3305 East Hill Road

William Ray Perry Home 6025 Perry Road
______________________________________________________________________

Near Grand Blanc Township:

John West Farmstead In Davison, north side of Hill Rd east of Saginaw Rd

As can be seen, the State Register of Historic Places is not used very often.  There are probably
at least several dozen sites that are potentially eligible for listing.

The state historic marker located in front of the First
Baptist Church –  6106 S. Saginaw Street
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Local Historical Register of Places

Currently there is no local historic register for Grand Blanc Township.  However, if
the township became a Certified Local Government for historic preservation or
otherwise wanted to create a registry, the township could make a decision to
establish criteria and develop a process for a registry.  It could also be done by
Genesee County, but to date, there has been no indicated interest in creating a
register at the county level.  Grand Blanc Township is probably the best possibility
for a local historic district.  A local registry is not common or even formally
encouraged but it is not prohibited.

Related to that, Grand Blanc Township could also establish its own customized
markers or signs to create a consistency throughout the township. This may be done
by using designated materials, logos, and/or graphics.

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL MARKERS

Listing on the National Register of Historic Places or the Michigan Register of Historic Places is the most prolific and popular national or state
historic preservation programs.  But not far behind is the placement of Michigan Historical Markers at historic sites.  These are the green signs
with gold lettering as shown on the previous page and located at historic sites across Michigan.  There is no comparable national program for
such extensive signing of historic places.  It is potentially applicable to many sites in Grand Blanc Township considering that the designated
intact structure is on original property. Artifacts of a property do not apply. The sign must be funded by an individual or group (usually by the
property owner) rather than the state but, do remain the property of the state and to whom the marker must be returned if the structure is
ever relocated.  It still requires that extensive historical research be completed for the historic site.  A Historical Marker requires that a site
also be listed on the Michigan Register of Historical Places before approval.

Like the listing on the National and State Registers, there is no public access to any site recognized by such listing.  Trespass laws still apply
and people are still required to view a site from a public right-of-way.

The basic procedures for securing a Michigan Historic Marker are as follows:

¶ Complete and submit a Michigan Historical Marker Application along with copies of required
primary source documents, secondary source documents, and black and white photos.
¶ Provide a map showing the proposed location of the site and main crossroads.
¶ Provide a list of facts that are important for the marker text.
¶ Submit a deposit of $250 payable to the State of Michigan.
¶ The State Historic Preservation Office staff will evaluate the site in terms of established criteria and

prepare the final wording for the marker.
¶ The site may then be selected for state listing.
¶ The applicant submits a check for the cost of the marker, which varies in price but the large marker

currently costs approximately $4,000.

Local marker for the Halsey School Site – Halsey and Baldwin Roads
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The historical marker process is started with an application and supporting documentation.  This can be obtained with the
following contact:

State Historic Preservation Office
Michigan Historical Center
Post Office Box 30740
702 West Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI  48909-8240
 Phone: (517) 373-1630

The requirements and process for a listing and markers is as
known by August 2008, but is subject to change whenever it
is updated on the official sites of the internet.

At one time, a local marker was dedicated to Mildred Doran, a
famous woman aviator. However, it was lost during a road
construction project – Maple and Saginaw Roads.
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HHiissttoorriicc TTaaxx CCrreeddiittss aanndd FFuunnddiinngg SSoouurrcceess ffoorr HHiissttoorriicc PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn
Historic Preservation is principally funded by a mixture of the federal government, state governments, local governments,
philanthropic foundations, non-profits, and interested individuals.  Most of the continuing annual funding and large financial
support comes mainly from the federal and state governments.  These government funds are discussed below.

FEDERAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Tax Credit Projects:  The federal government historic preservation effort is primarily organized for large income producing
investments.  It is unlikely that there are any of these of historic preservation assets available in Grand Blanc.  The federal funding
is done in a partnership between the National Park Service and the Internal Revenue Service.  It also includes consultation with
the Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer.  The requirements and eligibility for federal funding consist primarily of these
activities:

Á Any eligible building needing rehabilitation must be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Á The program offers a 20% tax credit for income-producing structures.  This includes office buildings, hotels, rental
apartment buildings, retail stores, and other historic structures requiring rehabilitation.

Á The review of these structures has standards for both the exterior (including the grounds) and interior parts of the projects.

Flint no doubt has the most qualified resources for tax credits, but
potential rehabilitation projects in surrounding communities may
qualify for them.  None are immediately known to be available for
Grand Blanc Township, but there may be some potential for private
developers.

There are many additional details available (and basically required) for
such projects such as an application, review of the application, written
Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, a
complete understanding of the financial aspects of the tax credits, and
other aspects of the detailed process.  The over $30 billion in private
investments that were leveraged by the program is overwhelmingly for
large scale projects.  However, since such are not known to be available
in Grand Blanc, additional detail is not provided here.The Walter Harris House, now the office of

Gould Engineering, Inc.  – 2040 E. Maple Avenue.
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Preservation Activities:  Preservation activities include grants, how to booklets, standards and guidelines and tax incentives.  They
also provide information on such things as managing archaeological collections.  As part of historic preservation, the National Park
Service maintains strong working relationships with American Indian Tribes, state governments, local governments, non-profit
organizations, and individuals such as archaeologists, curators, historians, and other parties.  Some of the publications are very useful for
interested owners and individuals.

However, most of the resources that are beneficial for Grand Blanc Township are going to be the more numerous State of Michigan
Programs as discussed below.

National Register of Historic Places: The National Register of Historic Places includes a wide variety of national sites in commercial
buildings, housing, engineering, archaeological sites and other endeavors.  It requires major site-oriented research into the history of the
project and submission of an application to the National Park Service.  It is generally regarded as a very fundamental listing for
important places.  Although sites are often of national importance, some local community sites of great significance are accepted.

STATE OF MICHIGAN HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAMS

The State of Michigan has a well organized and effective program for historic preservation.  Much of that quality is required by the
national efforts of the National Park Service.  Most importantly, the federal government requires that each state designate a State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and then establishes considerable requirements for historic preservation and archeology
activities.  The basic activities of the State of Michigan include the following specific state guidelines for projects:

Tax Incentives:  Like the federal income tax credits, the State of Michigan allows state business and income tax credits for
rehabilitation of properties that pay state business taxes.  This also means that most projects are aimed at only income producing
properties.  However, up to 25% of the income tax credits may be allowed for primary residences under specific guidelines.  The state
guidelines for projects are as follows:

Á A state tax credit is available for a project if the owner and or developer rehabilitates an historic building that is listed on both
the National Register of Historic Places and Michigan Register of Historic Places, or within a nationally and state
register protected Local Historic District.

Á The eligibility of a specific project depends in part on the size of the community in which the income-producing property is
located.

Á Private residential properties, as noted, are limited to 25% of the credits available to the State of Michigan.  Individual, non-income
producing residential projects are not eligible for historic preservation grants.  In addition, the homeowner must pay for all of the
historic improvements they make (following necessary limits and guidelines) and then apply for eligible tax credits within five (5)
years of completion of the improvement project.  The improvements must meet all historic preservation and contractual provisions
before the state can approve a tax credit.
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Any income producing project that is eligible for both state and federal tax credits must prepare a combine application under
national auspices and not exceed a tax credit of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total taxes paid.  Like the federal tax credits, the state
tax credits have only a minor likelihood of use for income producing property in Grand Blanc Township.  Further details can be
provided by the SHPO Office in Lansing.  In addition, any improvements on either national or state listed properties must be approved
with the building's property owner pursuant to state and federal guidelines rather than a citizen group or local governmental agency.

State Historic Preservation Fund:  This fund is a state administered program from funds received annually by the SHPO from the
National Park Service to distribute grants to local governments.  This is a potentially important program for Grand Blanc  Township.  It
is competitive, though, because only 10% of all the National Park Service funds are received annually by the SHPO.

The program has some very simple requirements. The grant recipients must be a designated Certified Local Government and must
provide local matching funds for 40% of the total project cost. The Charter Township of Grand Blanc would be the local
government that needs to be certified and it must apply for the designation.  Presumably sites to be funded are either required or better
suited for a grant with listing on the State Historical Register.  One project that comes to mind is rehabilitation of the township-owned
Perry House near the cemetery on Perry Road.  The requirements for local government designation are included in the Appendix.

LOCAL HISTORIC RESOURCES

There are fewer local resources available for historic preservation for two reasons; it is difficult for local governments to get the
financial resources for significant, continuing involvement in preservation.  There are no continuing programs of local funding but
there are intermittent local efforts as described below:

Grand Blanc Township: The township government has shown interest and funding for local historic preservation when it serves
a broad interest and financing is available.  Recent examples include acquisition of the vacant Perry
homestead that still will require renovation.  They have also allotted part of their federal
Community Development Block Grant and a township appropriation for
this study.  They are also funding the historic celebration of the
township’s 175 years of organization since 1833.
They are an intermittent source of local financing.

If the township were to become a Certified Local
Government they would also have access to the
Historic Preservation Fund from the National Park
Service, as administered by the state SHPO.

The Perry/McGrath Home - 5078 Perry Road
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Local Philanthropic Foundations: Another source of project funding can be by active foundations in the Flint area.  They will not
all be mentioned here but examples are the Charles Stewart Mott Community Foundation, Ruth Mott Foundation, and the
Community Foundation of Greater Flint.  These foundations may support an historic effort if an appropriate historic preservation
project is submitted to them.  The Community Foundation of Greater Flint has already supported a project for stabilizing the
township’s Perry homestead.

Grand Blanc Heritage Association: The association does not have money to support community projects but they are
nonetheless very helpful with any major historic preservation project.  They have been crucial for this study in providing detailed
historic information on specific sites, archaeological background, historic sites that are not well known, leads on possible data or
history, and much additional information.  They are a very important research tool and an excellent resource in Grand Blanc
history.

Interested Groups and Individuals: There is surprising interest in historic preservation in
Grand Blanc Township.  There are groups or individuals that use their strong interest to
help research and document projects.  Some of these groups and individuals have
offered their information to help prepare this document. Additionally, the Grand
Blanc Heritage Association, which runs out of the Grand Blanc Heritage Museum,
can help connect those interested in historic preservation with the appropriate
parties.

Salvaging Materials for Preservation Efforts: It is our suggestion that the owners of
any historic building or site that is slated for demolition, consider salvaging materials
that may be useful to others.  There are many reasons to encourage this practice
including the following:

1. Preserve items of history for donation to the local museum or other
   personal collections for the education of future generations.

2.Recycling or re-using discarded materials is environmentally responsible.
3.For use by others restoring properties.  Some items such as windows

   are difficult and costly to duplicate.  Access to these materials
  would be valuable to those able to preserve buildings.

A locally owned business may be willing to warehouse these salvaged
objects for the good of the community.

The Grand Blanc Heritage Museum –
A valuable community history resource


